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I Listening comprehension  
 
https://www.edutopia.org/article/optimal-seating-plan-letting-your-students-choose-
emelina-minero 
 
1.1 You are going to hear the text about the learning environment for students and 
learners tailoring their teaching spaces.  
Decide whether the following sentences are true (T) or false (F): 
 
1. Physical space is not relevant for teaching in learners’ environments.   T F 
2. Students turn the table toward the wall to work independently.  T F 
3. When closer to each other students are less successful in work.  T F 
4. Sitting in circle is preferable for discussion and opening to each other. T F 
5. One to one support is not possible in a flexible classroom.   T F 
 
1.2. Circle the synonyms of the given words: 
 
1. All students must pass obligatory test. 

a. irrelevant b. required c. difficult 
 

2. There are 250 students enrolled this year. 
a. enlisted  b. outsourced c. signed off 

 
3. He was constantly annoyed due to his assignments.  

a. because b. before c. after 
 

4. A lot of students are reluctant to work in groups. 
a. enthusiastic b. eager c. unwilling  

 

 

 

 



II Reading  

2.1. Read the text below and decide which answer (A, B or C) you think fits best according to the text. 

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child to open on Broadway in April 2018 

The show, which is set 19 years after Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, has been playing to 
record crowds in London’s West End. The US production will open at the Lyric theatre, which 
is currently undergoing a redesign in preparation for the show’s North American premiere. 
Cirque de Soleil Paramour is currently showing there. Harry Potter and the Cursed Child is 
based on a story by JK Rowling and written by the Bafta-winning screenwriter and dramatist 
Jack Thorne. The script was also released as a book and sold more than 2 million copies in its 
first two days of release in the US. 

Last month, the production took home a record-breaking nine Olivier awards, including best 
new play. Reviews have been largely positive, with the Guardian’s Michael Billington calling it 
“dazzling”. 

Tickets will go on sale this fall and it will go up against Disney’s Frozen musical, which is also 
slated to hit Broadway in spring 2018. 

Adapted from https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2017/may/04/harry-potter-cursed-child-play-broadway 

 
1. Read the first paragraph and decide which is true: 
 

A. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is written after the Cursed Child. 
B. Harry Potter and the Cursed Child is played at the London’s East End. 
C. The Lyric theatre is under restructure to prepare for the new play. 

 
2. The screenplay was written by: 

A. JK Rowling 
B. Jack Thorne  
C. Michael Billington 

 
3. Critics of the play imply that 
 

A. the play will challenge the Disney’s Frozen musical in 2018 
B. the review was not in favour of the Cursed Child 
C. Michal Billington found it to be poor 

 
4. Best synonym for the word “dazzling” is 
 

A. amazing 
B. modest 
C. average 

 



III Vocabulary and grammar  

 
3.1. Upon reading the text below decide which word (A, B, C or D) best suits each space. 

 
Think Small Donations Don’t Mean Much? This Story Will Change Your Mind 
 

When volunteers at Austin Disaster Relief Network helped families recover after two 
devastating floods, they 1 ___________ how much even seemingly small things count. 

2_________ May 2015, drenching rains created flash flooding in and around Austin, Texas. 
Outside the city, the Blanco River hit a record 43 feet—30 feet over its flood stage—and waters 
barreled by 2.5 times 3__________ than the Niagara Falls. 
One family of four was homeless after losing everything they owned, including their home and 
both their cars, in the floods. Thanks to Austin Disaster Relief Network, the family was able to 
stay in a hotel room 4________________ waiting for a permanent home. Still, they 
5____________ the basic supplies they were used to. The parents and children were sharing a 
single toothbrush because the hotel didn’t offer them to guests. 

ADRN invited the family to “shop” for free at the organization’s store. They hunted 
through racks of clothes and shoes, but one donation excited them more than the others. Their 
hygiene kit contained four toothbrushes. “The kids’ eyes when they saw that toothbrush—it was 
a shock,” says Daniel Geraci, executive director of ADRN. “The moment 6 ____________ things 
happen, it starts to feel like things are getting better, getting back to normal.” The kids were so 
grateful to have a toothbrush to 7______________ that they started 8 ________________ three 
times a day. 

Danet Rios lost basically everything in the Memorial Day weekend floods. Five months 
later, repairs were finally coming together. Then on Halloween, a flood just six inches lower than 
the last devastated her home again. It was the same damage. The family of five lost their home, 
clothes, computers, and more. ADRN helped Rios and her family find a hotel. Space was 
9_____________—Rios’ two daughters shared the bedroom, her son slept on the couch, and she 
and her husband slept on a mattress in the kitchen. 10 ____________ , after six months, ADRN 
bought the family a double-wide mobile home. 

Adapted from: http://www.rd.com/true-stories/inspiring/disaster-relief-small-donations/ 

1. A seeing B see  C saw   D has seen 
2. A at  B of  C off  D in 
3. A faster  B more fast C fastest D fast 
4. A whenever B while C meantime D during 
5. A didn’t have B don’t have B haven’t D hadn’t 
6. A that  B this  C those D what 
7. A them  B themselves  C himself  D oneself 
8. A brushing B sweeping C cleaning D dusting  
9. A large  B huge  C comfortable D confined  
10. A Despite B However C Although D Because 

 



3.2. Write the correct from of the word in brackets: 

 
 

The world's largest cruise ship and its supersized pollution problem 

In port, and close to US and some European coasts, the Harmony must burn low sulphur fuel or 
use abatement technologies. But, says Colin MacQueen, who lives around 400 yards from the 
docks and is a member of new environment group Southampton Clean Air, the fumes from cruise 
liners and bulk cargo ships are “definitely” contributing to 1_____________(pollute) of air in 
Southampton.  

“We can smell, see and taste it. These ships are like blocks of flats. Sometimes there are five or 
more in the docks at the same time. We are pushing for them to use shore power but they have 
resisted.”  

Royal Caribbean, the United States 2 ___________(own) of the Harmony of the Seas, said that 
the latest and most 3____________(efficiency) pollution control systems were used and that the 
ship met all legal 4___________(require). Industry body Cruise Lines International Association 
(CLIA) added that companies had “invested significantly over the last decade in 
5______________(develop) of  new technologies to help reduce air emissions”. 

Adapted from: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/may/21/the-worlds-largest-cruise-ship-and-its-
supersized-pollution-problem 

 

 

 

 

 



IV Writing 

 

4. Writing an invitation letter or e-mail: 

Situation: Your company is hosting the second conference on Business English online 
dictionaries named “Building the words”. The conference will take place in London from 
October 27th to 29th this year. Write a letter of invitation to Mr Jovanovic expecting him to send 
you confirmation of his arrival. 

 

Dear Mr Jovanovic, 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Yours……………., 

…………………………….. 

 

 

 

 


